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The Living Stones for God’s House - 1 Peter 2:4-12 
 
Topics   
Believers, Bible, Call, Church, Citizenship, Darkness, Desires, Glory, 
God, Heritage, Jesus Christ, Life-style, Light, Mercy, Obedience, 
People, Rejection, Sacrifice, Sin, Unbelievers 
 
Open It Questions 
A. What is something that is very precious to you?  
             
             
              
 
B. When have you felt rejected?  
             
             
              
 
C. What is your ethnic heritage and how has it influenced you?  
             
             
              
 
Explore It Questions 
1. How did God and people treat the living Stone (Christ) differently? 

(2:4)  
             
             
              
 
2. In what way are we like living stones? (2:5)  
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3. What will happen to those who trust in the "Cornerstone"? (2:6)  
             
             
              
 
4. How was Christ treated differently by believers and unbelievers? 

(2:7)  
             
             
              
 
5. In what way did the "Stone" (Christ) cause some people to 

stumble? (2:8) 
             
             
              
  
6. What status did Peter ascribe to believers in Christ? (2:9)  
             
             
              
 
7. How does our past compare with our present condition? (2:10) 
             
             
              
  
8. From what did Peter urge his readers to abstain? Why? (2:11)  
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9. Why is it important for believers to live good lives? (2:12)  
             
             
              
 
Get It Questions 
10. How is Christ still being rejected by people today? Why?  
             
             
              
 
11. How is Christ precious to you? Why?  
             
             
              
 
12. How could being disobedient to God cause someone else to 

stumble? 
             
             
              
  
13. How does being chosen by God for a special task make you feel?  
             
             
              
 
14. What are the implications of believers being a chosen people, a 

royal priesthood, and a holy nation?  
             
             
              

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Pe+2%3A12
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15. In what way were you in darkness before you became a believer?  
             
             
              
 
16. When have you felt that you were at war with sinful desires?  
             
             
              
 
17. Why is it so hard to abstain from sinful desires?  
             
             
              
 
18. Why do we need encouragement to live good lives among non-

Christians?  
             
             
              
 
19. What good deeds in your life do non-Christians see?  
             
             
              
 
20. How can we do good deeds so they are both a witness and a 

discrete act of service (that is, not merely for show)?  
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21. What does it mean to live a good life?  
             
             
              
 
22. To what people can your good deeds be a witness?  
             
             
              
 
Apply It Questions 
23. From what specific sinful desires will you ask God to help you 

abstain this week?  
             
             
              
 
24. What good deeds can you use as a witness to your neighbors?  
             
             
              
 
25. How do you need to change your plans for the near future so that 

you will be an example to the unbelievers with whom you have 
regular contact?  

             
             
              
 
Adult Questions for LESSONMaker. 
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Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not 

to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth (2 Timothy 2:15 KJV).

Epistle of 1 Peter 

“Living Stones for 

God’s House”

1 Peter 2:4-12
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“Living Stones for God's House”
1 Peter 2:4-12

A. What is something that is very 

precious to you? 

B. When have you felt rejected? 

C. What is your ethnic heritage and 

how has it influenced you? 
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“Living Stones for God's House”
1 Peter 2:4-12

In describing the church as God’s spiritual house, Peter 

drew on Old Testament texts that would be familiar to his 

Jewish Christian readers: Psalm 118:22; Isaiah 8:14; 28:16. 

They would have understood the living stones to be Israel; 

then Peter used the image of the “cornerstone” for Christ. 

Again, Peter was demonstrating that Christ did not cancel 

the Jewish heritage but had fulfilled it. Peter encouraged his 

readers by emphasizing their true identity and unity in 

Christ. We too should strive to be usable, obedient elements 

in God’s work.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ps+118%3A22
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Isa+8%3A14
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“Living Stones for God's House”
1 Peter 2:4-12
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“Living Stones for God's House”
1 Peter 2:4-12

4 You are coming to Christ, who is the living corner-

stone of God’s temple. He was rejected by people, but 

he was chosen by God for great honor. 5 And you are 

living stones that God is building into his spiritual 

temple. What’s more, you are his holy priests. Through 

the mediation of Jesus Christ, you offer spiritual 

sacrifices that please God. 6 As the Scriptures say, “I 

am placing a cornerstone in Jerusalem, chosen for 

great honor, and anyone who trusts in him will never 

be disgraced.”
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“Living Stones for God's House”
1 Peter 2:4-12

7 Yes, you who trust him recognize the honor God has given 

him. But for those who reject him, “The stone that the builders 

rejected has now become the cornerstone.” 8 And, “He is the stone 

that makes people stumble, the rock that makes them fall.” They 

stumble because they do not obey God’s word, and so they meet 

the fate that was planned for them. 9 But you are not like that, for 

you are a chosen people. You are royal priests, a holy nation, 

God’s very own possession. As a result, you can show others the 

goodness of God, for he called you out of the darkness into his 

wonderful light. 10 “Once you had no identity as a people; now 

you are God’s people. Once you received no mercy; now you have 

received God’s mercy.”
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“Living Stones for God's House”
1 Peter 2:4-12

11 Dear friends, I warn you as “temporary residents and 

foreigners” to keep away from worldly desires that wage 

war against your very souls. 12 Be careful to live properly 

among your unbelieving neighbors. Then even if they 

accuse you of doing wrong, they will see your honorable 

behavior, and they will give honor to God when he 

judges the world.
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“Living Stones for God's House”
1 Peter 2:4-12

1. How did God and people treat the living 

Stone (Christ) differently? (2:4) 

4 You are coming to Christ, who is the living 

cornerstone of God’s temple. He was rejected by 

people, but he was chosen by God for great 

honor.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Pe+2%3A4
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“Living Stones for God's House”
1 Peter 2:4-12

2. In what way are we like living stones? 

(2:5) 

5 And you are living stones that God is building 

into his spiritual temple. What’s more, you are 

his holy priests. Through the mediation of Jesus 

Christ, you offer spiritual sacrifices that please 

God.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Pe+2%3A5
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“Living Stones for God's House”
1 Peter 2:4-12

3. What will happen to those who trust in 

the "Cornerstone"? (2:6) 

6 As the Scriptures say, “I am placing a 

cornerstone in Jerusalem, chosen for great 

honor, and anyone who trusts in him will 

never be disgraced.”

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Pe+2%3A6
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“Living Stones for God's House”
1 Peter 2:4-12

4. How was Christ treated differently by 

believers and unbelievers? (2:7) 

7 Yes, you who trust him recognize the honor God 

has given him. But for those who reject him, “The 

stone that the builders rejected has now become 

the cornerstone.”

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Pe+2%3A7
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“Living Stones for God's House”
1 Peter 2:4-12

5. In what way did the "Stone" (Christ) cause 

some people to stumble? (2:8)

8 And, “He is the stone that makes people 

stumble, the rock that makes them fall.” They 

stumble because they do not obey God’s word, 

and so they meet the fate that was planned for 

them.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Pe+2%3A8
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“Living Stones for God's House”
1 Peter 2:4-12

6. What status did Peter ascribe to 

believers in Christ? (2:9) 

9 But you are not like that, for you are a 

chosen people. You are royal priests, a holy 

nation, God’s very own possession. As a 

result, you can show others the goodness of 

God, for he called you out of the darkness 

into his wonderful light. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Pe+2%3A9
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“Living Stones for God's House”
1 Peter 2:4-12

7. How does our past compare with our 

present condition? (2:10)

10 “Once you had no identity as a people; 

now you are God’s people. Once you 

received no mercy; now you have received 

God’s mercy.”

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Pe+2%3A10
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“Living Stones for God's House”
1 Peter 2:4-12

8. From what did Peter urge his readers to 

abstain? Why? (2:11) 

11 Dear friends, I warn you as “temporary 

residents and foreigners” to keep away 

from worldly desires that wage war against 

your very souls.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Pe+2%3A11


E
X

P
L

O
R

E
 I

T
 

Q
U

E
S

T
IO

N
S

“Living Stones for God's House”
1 Peter 2:4-12

9. Why is it important for believers to 

live good lives? (2:12) 

12 Be careful to live properly among your 

unbelieving neighbors. Then even if they 

accuse you of doing wrong, they will see 

your honorable behavior, and they will give 

honor to God when he judges the world.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Pe+2%3A12


GET IT QUESTIONS

#10 to #22

APPLY IT QUESTIONS

#23 to #25

“Living Stones for God's House”
1 Peter 2:4-12
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Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not 

to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth (2 Timothy 2:15 KJV).
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1 Peter 2:13-25

“Submission to People in Authority”
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